The Twenties, 1921-1929

23-1 Motion Picture Diaries

During the 19205 the Hollvwood-based movie

industry became the most popular form of mass culiure

v America. A national audience [n the tens of millions

went to the movies regularly and followed the lives of

the stars with an almost religious fervor. Young people
in particular responded to the allure of motion piciures.
The following excerpts from diaries kept by voung
movie goers during the 1920s pravide a look at how

they felt about and responded to the new medium.

SOURCE: Herhert Blumer Movies
230233, 243-247. 251 7

and Conduct (Macmilien, 1933 pp

STUDENTS “MOTION PICTURE
AUTOBIOGRAPHIES”

A GIRL OF 22, COLLEGE SENIOR, NATIVE
WHITE PARENTS

I have tried o remember the first tme that T went 1© &
movie, It must have been when [ was very yvoung
because 1 cannot recall My real interest i
maotion pictures showed itself when | about
fourth grade at grammar school. There was a theater on
the route by which | went home from and as the
picture changed every other dav I used w spend the
majority of my time there, A gang fittle tots went
regularty. . ..

Goodness knows, you learn ple
from the movies. That's their long run; you learn more
from actual experience, though' ¥
gold-digger systematically geis the poor fish in tow,
You see how the sleek-haired, kmwmmmeci languid-
eyed siren lands the men. You meet the flapper. the
good girl, ‘n’ all the feminine types and their hule tricks
of the trade. We pick up thewr snappy comebacks which
are most handy when dispensing with an unwanted suit-
or, a too ardent one, too backward one, et
me, they observe and remember, (6o,

I can remember when we all nudged one another
and giggled at the last close-up in a movie. | recall when
during the same sort of close-up when the boy friend
squeezes your arm and looks soulfully at you. Oh, iU's
lotsa fun! No, I never fell in love with my movie idol.
When | don’t know a person really, when I know T'll
never have a chance with ‘em, I don’t bother pining

the event
Was in

school

of us

nty about love

You do see how the

And behieve

away over them and writing them wdiotic letters as some
ve known do. [ have imagined playing with a

nes though; that is while I'm watch-
ing the picture. | forget about it when I'm outside the
tdy Rogers and Rudy Valentino have kissed

know it. God bless

oirts T

[ R AT hero ‘”EE n

theater, Bud
me oodles of times, but they don’t
em!

Yes, love scenes have thrilled me and have made
me more receptive to love. | was going with a fellow
whom [ liked as o plavmate, so o speak; he was a little
and he liked me a great deal. We went
je—-Billie Dove in it. Oh, [ can’t recall the
name but Antoni e tead, and there were
some lovely scenes which just got me all hot 'n’ both-
ered. After the movie we went for a ride 'n’ parked along
the lake: it was a porgeous night. Well, I just melted (as
it were) in his arms, making him believe I loved him,
which T didn’t T sort of came o, but | promised 0 go
steady with him. [ went with him ‘til I couldn’t bear the
sight of him, Such trouble I had trying to get rid of him,
and vet not hurt his feelings, as { had led him to believe |
cared more than 1 did. I've wished many times that we'd
nover seen the movie. Another thing not exactly on the
subject but important, | began smoking after watching
Dolores Costello, | believe it was, smoke, which hasn’t

vounger than me
to the mov
110 Moreno was th

added any joy to my parents’ lives.

COLLEGE GIRL, 18, NATIVE BORN OF
WEALTHY SWEDISH PARENTS

Upon going to my first dance T asked the hair-
dresser to fix my hair like Greta Garbo's. Of course |
did not tell the hairdresser that 1 was copying this
intriguing and fascinating actress or she would think |
had gone insane. 1, the “nicest” girl, whom mothers ©
this day set as an example to their daughters and young
sons. Oh, the unconscious cruelty of father when he for-
bade me pleasures other children had and have, and 1
partly made up this injustice to myself by seeing 2 pic-
ture once or twice a vear and living them over and over
again. [ lived the life of the heroine and used my little
sister for the rival or unpleasant character, very seldom
the good character. The rival afforded me more opporiu-
nity to be dramatic. In speaking on graduation day I did
my best to finish with the swaying-like curtsy which
Pola Negri taught me from the stage.

Somehow or other Dolores Costello has not taught
me mannerisms, but what beauty is. When 1 see her |
cannot help but truly believe that there s a God, creator
of the beautiful. She brings to me that deep feeling of
heauty and all that goes with beauty—love, truth, sym-
pathy, etc.

Only at one time did the movies decide my yield-
ing to a Eempmmm which my better self condemned. |
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regret it vers much. T had been fond of 4 dark boy,
somewhat like John Gilbert,
times while | was a sophomore in hi
seemed perfect o me af the time. His fan
the best known arisiocrats and he was sy 1P U‘“%C‘iﬁ}/

who had proposed many
hoschool He

ity are among
intelli-
gent. How [ dislike him for this lack of the “supposed
intelligence.” He did not realize what he was ask ing me
to do but they are not ail of thar type. Une evening after
he had built more alluri ing castles than usual, E d@f d”d

would be romantic o run away with him. No |
would | be under my

longer
dear hut rzzzﬁ;amdc’fximgdgssg tather's
strict rules,

At that tme we lived some distance from here in
an enormous home with a beautiful garden surroundis ng
it My “hero” was to wait near the thick bushes, and w
help me to get out through the windows as soon as it
was dark. | had scarcely flashed the
when father came into my room. He had been old by
the gardener or someone else thar somebody was furking
among the trees. He came to warn me abour clostug my
windows, and found me with my clothes packed. No one
outside of father, the boy, and I will ever know this, but
it hurt all of us.

Because my father had been very strict in his
beliefs, regarding marriage. rights of women. and these
many chances

light as the signal,

beliefs gave me ebel unsuccessfully, |
was in a mood o bisten and see other beli
before this again unsuccessful rebellion | had seen a run-
away marriage which had impressed me tremendously—
b did think that having a hero like this dark boy 1o pro-
tect me from father’s anger and striciness would be
heaven. Curiously enough [ was more interested in the
details of escaping—how the girl got her clothes down,
how she got down, what he did 1o help her down—all
these details I watched more w;e?miy than the rest of
the play in the runaway marriage.

efs. Sometimes

A BOY OF 17, HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR,
NATIVE BLACK PARENTS

The earfiest mov.e stars that |
Wm. S. Hart and Tom Mix who played enti

remember were
rely i West-

can

hiked 1o see them shoot the villain and save

five happily
. or louder, than the rest.

ern stories. |

the girl and » ever after,” It caused me to

shout as loudly
came Douglas Fairbanks, who seemed so carefree and
light that he won nearly everyone with his personality,
He would jump. use a lasso, thrust a sword, and fight in 4
any child’s desire for action. Now I have
think Emil Jannings is a great actor
s work.
one 1o the the-

Following them

e

way 10 satis

no special star but |
because he seems 1o put his heart and soul into his

As a boy |
ater; my mother
friends. Usually T went in the afters
where from on e umes a week, Now I s
my relatives wc;ss;mn:,my but mostly with

went with nearly every
brother, refatives,

ather, sister or and

HOON Of

tey fiy
friends or
alone.

Feannot recall anything that 1 have done that T had
seen in the movies e try to make love. It happened
that when I was sm were no boys in my neigh-
borhood and 1 had to 20 several blocks before | could
there were a few

play with some my size or age. But 1
girls in my neighborhood my size. Seeing Douglas Fair-
banks woo his %az’den % decided 1o try some of “Doug’s
stufi” on one of the girt friends. 1 know | was awkward
and it proved more or less a flop.

Several times on seeing E‘;ég{
looked to be bubbling over with power and speed, I
dreamed of having a car more powerful and speedier
than all the rest. I saw this car driven by myseif up o the
girl friend’s door and taking her for a ride. (I was then
erght vears old and in my dreams | was no older. s

beautiful cars which

L What aspect of movies makes the deepest impres-
sion on these young people” Which fantasies and
EMOLONS seem most touched?

2. What do the diaries suggest about how peaple
used movies in relation to their Jamily lives and
Jriends? Compare this 1o vour own experiences

today.
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6. A Report on

the New M

Last summer [ was at a student conference of VOUTIE
Wonen um?prmwi of abour @m;m hundred college
girts from the middle wesre by
petting was verv much on E%zczr tnms\fx{ borh as o
whar attitude thev should rake roward it with the
vounger girls, themg upperclassmen themselvest and
also how much renuncation of this
tme was required of them, |
(%

CHRTINe MOrTHNgs were

£
devored ro
rer, rwo evenings, and a ?‘)Ef)&’(ﬂ[’f‘?iﬁ‘x*{

Before the uvmwmgc I made

.
e

ralk to as mans
as manv., borh

for ar the conter

moanother stare this summer, |
when opportuniry offered. ever since.
One fact is evident, thar whether or not they per.

”‘ht“ hesitate ro have anvone believe thar a’hk?\ do ot

H
i

'

It is distinerly the mrores of the tme to he considered a

ardently sought after. and as nor oo priggish to re-

spond. As one girl ’

be kissed by SOMme

them doir any rme

As a marter of facs

krss. Ir's the vers
That perring

1
DIONS  Detween

il {’cd, bur thev were not

anv more of such af-
3%\&2;\ been. School and col-
their sudden

ve alwavs existed to some ex-

departures and

to. Bur onlv accurare statistics

ward to arrive ar can prove whether or not the sex
carslessness of the present dav exrends ro an in-
crevse of sex immorality,

| pleasant colle
in the
harm in her kissing a x‘wmsg man

e Amazorn. a toral
fountain she
want o

but whom she did not

by exating. We get s J a thrll |

TG wang nen to kiss vou, so

why not do what s natural?™ There was no embar-
and her conscience

rassment i her manner. Her eves
] as it a girl from the

untroubled. T felr
own ro ask it she

fricze had stepped «

Parthenon
imh a handsome faun.
I direct fm'e;n‘;;: of

primitive  simplicity

level in our conversa-

[ zhxzn rhe \tzmm of impropriery seemed to

|

er than o ner,
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DOCUMENT SET 2 Sources of Social Conflict
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D. Hollywood Explores the New Value
System, 1929
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AXNGER that lurks in the curve of
smviling lips. Danger that lurks in
the love-charms of two women—rivals in
love. Dungerous Curves in the road of
Yhat happens? HEAR Clara,

Fomanee.
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